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The United States has also joined in 

the fight against the Lord’s Resistance 
Army, which ravaged northern Uganda 
for many years. I remember a time, not 
so long ago, when thousands of young 
children, called ‘‘night commuters’’ 
would walk each evening from their re-
mote villages into towns where they 
were protected from being kidnapped 
by the LRA and forced into servitude 
as child soldiers. 

Throughout that period and to this 
day, President Museveni has remained 
in power, for five consecutive terms, 
solidifying his control increasingly 
through repression, including the ar-
rest, imprisonment, and even alleged 
assassination attempts of political op-
ponents and social activists. In 2016, at 
his most recent inauguration after an 
election marred by fraud and intimida-
tion, Sudan’s President Bashir, in-
dicted by the International Criminal 
Court, was an invited guest. 

In 2012, President Museveni an-
nounced that he would ‘‘certainly not’’ 
seek to remain in office after age 75, 
consistent with article 102(b) of Ugan-
da’s Constitution; yet today, with the 
next Presidential election scheduled 
for 2021, an effort is underway in Ugan-
da’s Parliament, presumably with 
President Museveni’s blessing, to 
amend the constitution to eliminate 
the age limit. If successful, Museveni 
could remain President for life, in the 
tradition of other African strongmen 
like Robert Mugabe. 

There is no law against amending the 
constitution. Our own Constitution 
poses no such age limit on Presidents 
or Members of Congress, but doing so 
for the obvious purpose of perpetuating 
the increasingly autocratic rule of a 
serving President, who has used the se-
curity forces to silence his opposition 
and who has systematically under-
mined the possibility of a free election, 
is wrong. 

Such an outcome would be a tragedy 
for democracy and the rule of law in 
Uganda, at a time when corruption, 
economic stagnation, and internal 
strife are propelling Uganda back-
wards. The United States and the 
international community have pro-
vided Uganda with billions of dollars in 
aid since 1986 when President Museveni 
first came to power. I supported that 
investment in Uganda’s social, eco-
nomic, and political stability, and 
President Museveni deserves credit for 
many positive developments in Uganda 
since the horrific years of his brutal 
predecessors, Idi Amin and Milton 
Obote; yet today much of that invest-
ment is at risk of being squandered. 

Ultimately this is a decision for the 
representatives of the Ugandan people, 
but I hope the Ugandan Parliament 
recognizes what is at stake, not only 
for the people of Uganda and for the fu-
ture of democracy and stability in that 
country, but for future support from 
the United States and the inter-
national community. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 
unfortunately, I was unable to attend 
the rollcall vote on the motion to in-
voke cloture on the motion to concur 
in the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 2266, emergency 
supplemental appropriations. Had I 
been able to attend, I would have voted 
in favor of cloture.∑ 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 
was unavailable for rollcall vote No. 
246, on the motion to invoke cloture on 
the House message to accompany H.R. 
2266, the emergency supplemental. Had 
I been present, I would have voted 
yea.∑ 

f 

HONORING NEVADA’S WORLD WAR 
II FILIPINO VETERANS 

Mr. HELLER. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor several Nevada 
heroes who are being recognized with a 
Congressional Gold Medal for their 
service in the Philippines during World 
War II: Sergeant Regalado Baldonado, 
Private Aurelio Dela Cruz, Corporal 
Benito Anton, Private First Class 
Leonardo Palao, and the many other 
Filipino and Filipino American vet-
erans across our Nation. My apprecia-
tion for their service and sacrifice is 
immeasurable. 

During World War II, more than 
260,000 Filipino soldiers from the U.S. 
commonwealth of the Philippines an-
swered President Roosevelt’s call to 
fight under the American flag. These 
individuals fought bravely, some mak-
ing the ultimate sacrifice in defense of 
democracy and freedom. More than 
half a century later, our Nation made a 
commitment to honoring them for 
their service. 

As a member of the Senate Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, I believe it is our 
solemn responsibility to recognize 
those who put their lives on the line. 
That is why I was proud to work with 
my colleague Senator HIRONO to pass 
into law the Filipino Veterans of World 
War II Congressional Gold Medal Act, 
Public Law 114–265, to recognize the 
dedication and heroism of these indi-
viduals. 

Now the time has come to award this 
Congressional Gold Medal to Filipino 
World War II veterans on October 25, 
2017, and I could not be more proud and 
humbled that Nevada is home to Fili-
pino veterans who served and are most 
deserving of this medal. Today I would 
like to again recognize and honor Fili-
pino veterans who are living in Nevada: 
Sergeant Regalado Baldonado, Private 
Aurelio Dela Cruz, Corporal Benito 
Anton, and Private First Class 
Leonardo Palao. To these heroes, your 
place in history will not be forgotten. 
There are also many other Filipino vet-

erans from Nevada who have passed on, 
but our gratitude extends to their fam-
ily members who will ensure their leg-
acy lives on. 

While the awarding of this Congres-
sional Gold Medal is a proud moment 
for the Filipino community and Amer-
ica, many Filipino veterans have yet to 
receive recognition for their service. 
There is no doubt to me that Filipino 
soldiers served honorably in the Com-
monwealth Army of the Philippines, 
Recognized Guerilla Forces, and New 
Philippine Scouts alongside U.S. troops 
during World War II. However, some 
have still not been verified by the U.S. 
for their service because they don’t 
have the documentation the U.S. re-
quires. This is an injustice that I will 
continue fighting so that every Fili-
pino veteran is afforded respect for and 
acknowledgement of their contribu-
tions to our country. 

I am honored to acknowledge all Fili-
pino and Filipino American veterans 
for their dedication to our country and 
am proud this Congressional Gold 
Medal will serve as a constant re-
minder of the importance of the Fili-
pino and Filipino American commu-
nity in our Nation’s history. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT PHILIP J. IYOTTE 
Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 

I wish to honor and pay tribute to the 
late Army SGT Philip J. Iyotte, a hero 
from South Dakota who, after 66 years, 
has returned home. 

At a young age, Philip Iyotte, a 
member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, 
was given his Lakota name of Soldier 
Who Stands Alone. In 1950, Philip en-
listed in the U.S. Army and was as-
signed to the Army’s 21st Infantry 
Regiment of the 24th Infantry Division. 
Shortly after, he was deployed to the 
Korean conflict. On September 2, 1950, 
Sergeant Iyotte was seriously injured 
from fragments from an enemy missile. 
Nineteen days later, he bravely re-
turned to the battlefield. 

On February 9, 1951, 21-year-old Ser-
geant Iyotte was declared Missing in 
Action after being captured by Chinese 
forces during Operation Thunderbolt. 
When the war ended, several returning 
prisoners of war reported that Sergeant 
Iyotte passed away around September 
10, 1951, and was buried at the main 
prisoner of war camp in Korea. Sixty- 
six years after being captured and 
killed, his remains have finally been 
returned to his family in White River, 
SD. 

For his bravery and service, Sergeant 
Iyotte was awarded the Purple Heart, 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the 
Prisoner of War Medal, the Korean 
Service Medal, the United Nations 
Service Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, and the Korean War 
Service Medal. 

I consider it an honor to pay tribute 
to SGT Philip J. Iyotte. May his family 
and his Oyate find comfort in knowing 
that his remains have now been laid to 
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rest and the legacy of his service and 
sacrifice to our Nation lives on. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER 
CHRISTIAN LEE 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize CDR Chris-
tian A. Lee for his induction into the 
Coast Guard Academy Athletic Hall of 
Fame on October 19, 2017. 

The Hall of Fame Award recognizes 
outstanding Coast Guard Academy ath-
letes who distinguish themselves in 
military or civilian life and seeks to 
honor those who have substantially 
contributed to the excellence of Acad-
emy athletic programs. 

As a three-sport athlete at the Coast 
Guard Academy, Christian excelled in 
football, baseball, and track. On the 
football field, he was a starting wide 
receiver for 4 years and set a single- 
season record with 938 receiving yards. 
He ended his 4-year career with 149 re-
ceptions, 23 touchdowns, and continues 
to hold the Coast Guard Academy 
record for alltime receiving yards. As 
captain, he led the team to its first 
ever NCAA playoff appearance in 1996 
and was selected as a first team All- 
Conference wide receiver and kick re-
turner. He was also named an Eastern 
Collegiate Athletic Conference and 
New England Football Writers first- 
team wide receiver. 

In addition to his successful football 
career, Christian substantially contrib-
uted to the academy’s baseball and 
track programs and was named the 
most outstanding senior athlete in 
1997. That same year, he led the base-
ball team with 15 stolen bases, 24 runs 
scored, and had a batting average of 
.321, earning him second-team All-Con-
ference honors. As a sprinter on the 
track team, he was part of a 4x100 
record-setting relay team and went on 
to compete at the New England Cham-
pionship and the Penn Relays. 

Christian was a gifted athlete, and 
his induction into the Coast Guard 
Academy Athletic Hall of Fame is well- 
deserved. I congratulate him on this 
honor, and I am grateful for his dedica-
tion and service to our Nation.∑ 

f 

REMEMBER MOTHER LULA MAE 
LOLLAR BELTON 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, today 
I would like to take a moment to rec-
ognize and honor the life of a great 
South Carolinian, Mother Lula Mae 
Lollar Belton, ‘‘Mom-mo,’’ who de-
parted this life on September 20, 2017. 

Mother Belton was a spiritual, hum-
ble, and loving woman who loved the 
Lord and her community. She worked 
for the Colleton County Food Service 
for 31 years, as well as many positions 
within Buckhead UMC Church, where 
she was a faithful member. She most 
notably served as Mother of the 
Church. Mother Belton always had an 

open heart to her many children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
great-great-grandchildren, as well as 
many others in the community and 
church. She will be greatly missed by 
the family and community she leaves 
behind, and I would like to add her 
name to our October 23, 2017, CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERIG DR. OSCAR PERRY 
BUTLER, JR. 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, today 
I would like to take a moment to rec-
ognize and honor the life of a great 
South Carolinian, Dr. Oscar P. Butler, 
Jr., who departed this life on October 2, 
2017. Dr. Butler was a graduate of 
South Carolina State University and 
later went on to earn a doctor of phi-
losophy in administration and higher 
education from Michigan State Univer-
sity. He then spent over 27 years in stu-
dent personnel development, including 
as a dean at SCSU. He also served as 
executive director of 1890 Research and 
Extension for over 10 years. He has 
been recognized for Outstanding Serv-
ice by the N.A.A.C.P., Meritorious 
Service and Commendations by the 
U.S. Navy, and given the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award by SCSU. Dr. Butler 
was a faithful member of Williams 
Chapel A.M.E. Church for over 57 years, 
where he was the recipient of the Un-
sung Hero Award 2015. Dr. Butler will 
surely be missed and remembered as a 
great South Carolinian, and I would 
like to add his name to our October 23, 
2017, CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING BISHOP LEWIS 
NATHANIEL TAYLOR 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, today 
I would like to take a moment to rec-
ognize and honor the life of Bishop 
Lewis Nathaniel Taylor, a great South 
Carolinian, who departed this life on 
October 2, 2017. Bishop Lewis Taylor 
deeply loved his family, church, and 
community. He pastored in San Diego, 
California, Washington, DC, and New 
York. He eventually returned to his na-
tive Walterboro, SC, where he contin-
ued the legacy of his father and became 
pastor of Greater Saint James Church. 
He encouraged, inspired, and mentored 
many people in the community and 
abroad. Bishop Taylor served not only 
as a pastor, but as a carpenter and gen-
eral contractor as well. In short, 
Bishop Taylor was a builder-visionary 
who helped design and construct 
churches across South Carolina. In 2008 
and 2017, the mayor of Walterboro pre-
sented Bishop Taylor with the Key to 
the City. He was known to many as 
‘‘the little man, with a big vision’’ and 
served his community tirelessly and 
earned the respect and admiration of 
all people he came in contact with. He 
will be greatly missed by the Walter-
boro community and the people of 
South Carolina.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO DR. AKIL E. ROSS, 
SR. 

∑ Mr. SCOTT. Madam President, I 
would like to recognize and congratu-
late Dr. Akil Ross, of Chapin High 
School, who has been chosen as the Na-
tional Principal of the Year by the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School 
Principals. His nomination is an honor 
for South Carolina. After graduating 
from School Without Walls Senior 
High School in Washington, DC, Akil 
E. Ross, Sr., studied political science 
and played football for Duke Univer-
sity. He graduated in 2002 with his B.A. 
in political science and minoring in 
history and education. In 2005, he ob-
tained his M.Ed. in secondary edu-
cational administration from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina and joined 
Chapin High School as an assistant 
principal in July of 2005. After 5 years 
as an assistant principal, he was named 
principal in July of 2010. In July of 
2012, he completed his doctorate degree 
in curriculum studies from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. 

Chapin High School has received 
many awards and recognitions under 
Dr. Ross, such as Palmetto’s Finest, 
national rankings in academics, 12 
State championships in athletics, and 3 
State championships in marching band. 
In September, Dr. Ross was named the 
2017 South Carolina Secondary Prin-
cipal of the Year before being selected 
as the National Principal of the Year. 
Dr. Ross is an extraordinary leader who 
has truly succeeded in providing high- 
quality learning opportunities for his 
South Carolina students, whom are 
lucky to be under his care. Congratula-
tions, Dr. Ross.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
ORIGINALLY DECLARED IN EX-
ECUTIVE ORDER 13413 OF OCTO-
BER 27, 2006, WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SITUATION IN, OR IN RELA-
TION TO, THE DEMOCRATIC RE-
PUBLIC OF THE CONGO—PM 17 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
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